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“Read anything. Read the things they say 

are good for you, and the things they claim 

are junk. You'll find what you need to find. 

Just read.” 
 

- Neil Gaiman 
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HOW TO USE THIS READING JOURNAL 

 

This reading journal is designed to help you keep track of the books you read inside and 

outside of school. It will help you work out which books you love and which stories you 

weren’t too keen on, which will in turn help you decide what to read next. 

 

Start by filling in what you can on the My Bookshelf page (Page 4). Write in the names of 

the books and stories you’ve read recently, what you’re going to read next, what you’d like 

to read, and the books you started but never finished. Not every book on the bookshelves 

might be filled in straight away. 

 

On Pages 5 you’ll find the St Leonard’s Reading Curriculum. The Reading Curriculum is books 

matched to what you learn in English – this is the table on Page 5. These books have been 

chosen very carefully so that if you read any of them, they will significantly help you 

understand and access the English curriculum to a deeper level.  

 

On Pages 6 – 9 you will find the St Leonard’s Reading Canon. These are a series of 

suggestions for books that will provide you with a blend of writing styles, genres, links to 

British Values and links to the school’s virtues. Nobody is expecting you to read every book 

in the Canon – but if you can read three from each list, you’ll have done yourself no end of 

good! 

 

On Pages 18 – 20, you’ll find your reading log. This is where you keep a record of all the 

books and stories that you read. All you need to do is fill in the title and author of a book or 

story when you start to read it, plus the date you started it. Then, when you’re finished, add 

in the end date and give it a rating out of five stars. 

 

From Page 21 to Page 46, you’ll find the pages where you can review the books you’ve put 

into your reading log in a bit more detail than just the star rating. Here, you can write a few 

sentences on what you thought of the book and create a graph to show which emotion the 

book made you feel as you were reading it. 

 

Finally, from Page 48 onwards you can find a series of reading challenges. Can you read ten 

books in a school year? What about 25? 50? Are you avid enough to read 100? Or maybe 

you can read 52 books in 52 weeks – one every week for a year? Or are you going to try and 

read a book for every letter of the alphabet? 

 

For pupils who complete the reading challenges, you’ll be given some fantastic rewards. 

And the more difficult the challenge you complete, the bigger the reward! 

 

But more importantly than anything else – take the time to sit down and relax with an 

amazing book. It’s one of the best gifts you can ever give yourself. 
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BOOKS I’VE RECENTLY READ 

BOOKS I AM GOING TO READ NEXT 

BOOKS I WANT TO READ 

BOOKS I STARTED BUT NEVER FINISHED 
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Reading 

Challenges 
 

 

“Reading is essential for those who seek to 

rise above the ordinary.” 
- Jim Rohn 
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10 BOOK CHALLENGE 
 

Fill in the book covers as you go to show the ten books you’ve read to complete 

this challenge. 
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25 BOOK CHALLENGE 
 

Fill in the book covers as you go to show the twenty-five books you’ve read to 

complete this challenge. 
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50 BOOK CHALLENGE 
 

Fill in the book covers as you go to show the fifty books you’ve read to complete 

this challenge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



51 
 

100 BOOK CHALLENGE 
 

Fill in the book covers as you go to show the hundred books you’ve read to 

complete this challenge. 
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52 BOOKS IN 52 WEEKS CHALLENGE 
 

Fill in the name of each book you’ve read until you’ve hit 52 books in 52 weeks 

– a book per week for a year! 
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A-Z OF BOOKS CHALLENGE 
 

Fill in the names of the books with titles that range from A-Z until you’ve read 

a book for every letter of the alphabet. 
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